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Welcome to Passport to Explore A1A:  Magical History Tour – the second in a series of epic 
road trips designed to showcase the truly unique and authentic in and around
Florida’s favorite coastal highway A1A!

Your Magical History Tour would not be complete without an insider's scoop on where to dine 
and stay during each stop on your journey.

Beaches, Bars and Bungalows shares Explore A1A's mission to direct you, as fellow
travelers, to our beloved Florida's best coastal destinations and to encourage experiences 
beyond the ordinary.

Our recommendations are based on personal experience and/or many hours of research as 
well as speaking with locals and others who have visited each destination. We believe our 
singular - and, as much as possible, locally and family owned - places to eat and to stay the 
night will complete your A1A-mazing exploration of each town on your Magical History Tour.

We've started up north in Fernandina Beach and traveled down A1A to the southernmost stop 
on the Tour, Key West.  As you read through your guide, you can visit each 
recommended restaurant and lodging site by clicking on their name.

Passport ready? Full tank of gas? Strap on that seatbelt and let's go!

Waldo’s at The Historic Driftwood Resort, Vero Beach 
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www.beachesbarsandbungalows.com
www.explorea1a.com
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EXPLORE A1A
& THE MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

BEACHES, BARS & BUNGALOWS
TRAVEL BLOG

Nearly all of us have heard of the wonders to be discovered on classic American roadways like Route 66 and 
California’s Pacific Coast Highway and now, there’s a way to explore an East Coast partner for these iconic 
routes. It’s time to explore scenic Highway A1A and the 600 plus “miles of smiles” running along Florida’s 
Atlantic Coast from Amelia Island to Key West.Through a series of theme-based activities via a Passport to 
Explore A1A, visitors and locals have a groovy new way to experience more of Florida’s 
favorite coastal highway.

The theme of this tour was determined by popular vote through social media and in a wild finish, less than 
two-tenths of one percent separated the first and second place finishers. Coming in first place was 
‘Weird/Unusal Things’ followed closely by ‘Historic Things.’ Thrilled with both the first and second place
finishers, we decided to combine the two winning themes into one epic road trip and the Passport to Explore 
A1A: Magical History Tour was born.

We invite you now to explore an eclectic mix of the 10 uncommon destinations you’ll find on this tour all 
lovingly curated for their magical and historical significance. Along the way, we hope you’ll use this 
fantastical guide created by our friends and Florida travel experts at Beaches, Bars and Bungalows to expand 
your passport experience with insider tips on where to eat and stay. Cheers to the places you’ll go, stories 
you’ll tell, and the A1A-mazing memories you’ll create that will last a lifetime.

There is so much more to Florida than crowded tourist attractions, mind-boggling news stories, 
and bad drivers. A closer look reveals sparkling gems dotting the coastline like lanterns that 
beckon and illuminate the lesser known destinations the locals actually ask us not to talk about!
 
Sorry, you locals; we’re here to give away some of coastal Florida's best kept secrets. Find your 
perfect getaway far from the typical tourist attractions with our tips for the best beach, the best 
beach bar/restaurant, and the best unique, independently owned lodging for your visit. Places 
that remind us to slow down and chill like when we were kids, and the only thing that got us out 
of the ocean was the jingle of the ice cream truck. 

Partnering with the enthusiastic, creative team at Explore A1A has been one of our best 
experiences as travel bloggers, and their compelling Passport tours have actually gotten us out 
of our beach chairs (and off our bar stools) to hit the road and spend many sunshiney days 
exploring the A1A. 

www.explorea1a.com
www.beachesbarsandbungalows.com
www.explorea1a.com
www.beachesbarsandbungalows.com


Florida House Inn Pi Infinite Combinations

Joe’s 2nd St. Bistro

STAY DINE

22 S. Third St.
Fernandina Beach, FL  32034
904-491-3322

19 S. Third St.
Fernandina Beach, FL  32034
904-432-8535

14 S. Second St.
Fernandina Beach, FL  32034
904-321-2558

One of the most affordable historic B&B’s in town

Within walking distance of The Palace Saloon, shops and 

restaurants

On site are Leddy’s Porch for breakfast and lunch - check the 

website for days and times - and The Mermaid Bar for classic 

Prohibition Cocktails

Rates start at $120 a night

New York style pizzas, stromboli, and salads

Within walking distance of The Palace Saloon, shops, restaurants and 

across the street from the Florida House Inn

Hours are Tues-Thurs 12-8 pm, Fri & Sat 12-9 pm, closed Sun & Mon

 Fernandina Beach

Fine dining in a family

atmosphere

Within walking distance of 

the Palace Saloon, shops, 

restaurants and 

waterfront

Hours are Wed-Mon 

11 am-3 pm, 5:30-9:30 pm,

closed Tues

Photo courtesy Amelia Island, www.ameliaisland.com

www.floridahouseinn.com
www.joesbistro.com
www.ameliaisland.com
www.piinfinitecombinations.com


Edgewater Inn Conch House Restaurant

Crave Food Truck

STAY DINE

2 N. St. Augustine Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL  32080
904-825-2697

57 Comares Ave.
St. Augustine, FL  32080
904-829-8646

134 Riberia St.
St. Augustine, FL  32084
904-293-6373

Beautiful, peaceful setting right on the water, an easy walk across the 

Bridge of Lions from the bustle of downtown

Not quite a mile’s walk to the St. Augustine Pirate and Treasure 

Museum

Some restaurants are a block or two away

Rates start at approximately $107 a night

Specializing in seafood and Caribbean style cooking

Just over half a mile from the Edgewater Inn

Open for lunch and dinner Sun to Thurs 11 am-9 pm, Fri & Sat til 10 

pm, breakfast on Sat & Sun at 8 am, live music Sat 6-10 p.m.

 St.  Augustine

Rated #2 on TripAdvisor out 

of over 400 restaurants

Salads, wraps, smoothies 

and bowls

Just about a mile from the 

Edgewater Inn and from the 

Pirate and Treasure Museum

Open Mon-Sat 11 am-3:30 pm

Photo courtesy of Maggie Van Fossen

Photo courtesy of Maggie Van FossenPhoto courtesy of Maggie Van Fossen

https://www.visitstaugustine.com/place-to-stay/edgewater-inn
www.cravestaug.com
http://conch-house.com/


Coquina Inn Bed & Breakfast Caribbean Jack’s

Zappi’s Italian Garden Restaurant

STAY DINE

544 S. Palmetto Ave.
Daytona Beach, FL  32114
386-254-4969

721 Ballough Rd.
Daytona Beach, FL  32114
386-523-3000

128 S. Beach St.
Daytona Beach, FL  32114
386-944-6400

Coquina Inn is just over a half mile to the Jackie Robinson Ballpark

Built in 1912, this small, pet-friendly Inn boasts a lovely parlor, sun 

room, outdoor gazebo under the trees, spa and sunning deck, and a 

5-course breakfast

Rates are from $99-139, depending on the room and season

Beach bar style menu with many choices beyond “bar food”

Located right on the water, 1.5 miles from the Jackie Robinson Ballpark

Daily entertainment, indoor and outdoor seating, music on the deck

Open Sun-Thurs 11 am-11 pm, Fri, Sat 11am-Midnight

 Daytona Beach

Not just pizza - Zappi’s offers a 

varied menu including Signature 

Entrees, pasta bowls, land and sea 

choices

Approximately 2 blocks to the 

ballpark

Hours are Mon-Thurs 11:30 am-9 

pm, Fri 11:30 am late, Sat 12 pm-

late, closed Sun

We recommend staying in the historic downtown area of Daytona 
Beach which overlooks the Intracoastal and is just across the bridge 
from the beach.

www.coquinainn.com
www.caribbeanjacks.com
www.italiangarden.com


The Inn at Cocoa Beach

Rikki Tiki Tavern

Longdogger’s

STAY DINE

4300 Ocean Beach Blvd.
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931
800-343-5307

401 Meade Ave.
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
Pier phone 321-783-7549
 

350 W. Cocoa Beach Causeway
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931
321-613-0002

European style oceanfront hotel with a fully equipped exercise room, 

swimming pool, massage room and steam bath

A five minute walk to I Dream of Jeannie Yogurt and just under a mile 

to the Cocoa Beach Pier

Rates start at $125 during the week, off-season

 Cocoa Beach

New & improved after the 

latest hurricane, located at 

the end of the 800 ft. long pier 

Come for the views, breeze, 

and the drinks; the food is 

decent but the menu is limited

Open seasonally, weather 

permitting

Locally owned, with a casual, 

surf shop atmosphere 

Fun menu with lots to choose 

from including Ahi Tuna Poke 

Bowl, Epic Chili Dog, tacos, 

burgers and much more 

Open 10:30 am-11 pm Mon-

Sat, 10:30 am-10 pm Sun

www.theinnatcocoabeach.com
http://ldeatery.com/Longdoggers/
http://www.cocoabeachpier.com/dining/rikki-tiki-tavern


The Historic Driftwood Resort

Casey’s Place

Waldo’s at the Driftwood

STAY DINE

3150 Ocean Dr.
Vero Beach, FL  32963
772-231-0550

917 Azalea Ln.
Vero Beach, FL 32963
772-231-4790
 

3150 Ocean Dr.
Vero Beach, FL  32963
772-231-7091

Built by one of the most colorful persons that Florida has ever known, 

and constructed mostly from driftwood and found objects gathered 

from all over the world, it’s no wonder the on-site

restaurant, Waldo’s, is your Magical History Tour stop - and The 

Driftwood is our choice for lodging

Oceanfront, right in the center of the charming downtown

Rates start at approximately $130/night

 Vero Beach

Located in the Driftwood, 

with beach and pool views

Huge menu includes wraps, 

tacos, sliders, seafood 

baskets, entrees from land 

and sea

Happy Hour daily 4 pm-

7 pm, live music most days, 

check their site for 

details

Outdoor café comfortably shaded 

by huge trees and market 

umbrellas

Easy walking distance from the 

Driftwood and the beach

Burgers, dogs, chicken 

sandwiches, salads, grilled and 

cold sandwiches

Open 9 am to 8 pm Mon-Sat

www.verobeachdriftwood.com
www.waldosvero.com
www.caseysplace.net


Casa Grandview Historic Luxury Inn

Cottages and Suites

Table 26

E.R. Bradley’s Saloon

STAY DINE

1410 Georgia Ave.
West Palm Beach, FL  33401  
561-655 8932

1700 S. Dixie Hwy.
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561-855-2660
 

104 N. Clematis St.
West Palm Beach, FL  33401
561-833-3520

Triple AAA, 4-Diamond Inn and cottages with boutique style 

amenities and the character of an intimate Inn, tucked in a quiet 

historic residential neighborhood

Restaurants are within walking distance, and the JFK Bunker is 6 

miles north of the Inn

Rates start at approximately $180, check their site for pricing and 

specials 

 West  Palm Beach

Family owned

landmark bar

and restaurant

overlooking the

Intracoastal

Just under 2 miles

from the Inn in a 

vibrant downtown 

setting

Global American cuisine in a 

sophisticated, casual setting in 

the historical Mango Promenade

District

An easy walk from the Inn

Open for lunch daily 11:30 

am-2pm, dinner Sun-Wed 

4:30-9 pm, Thurs-Sat 4:30-10 

pm, Happy Hour daily at the bar 

4:30-6:30 pm

Burgers, sandwiches, nachos; inventive entreés and salads

Open every day 8 am to 4 am, Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4:30-6:30

www.casagrandview.com
www.erbradleys.com
www.table26palmbeach.com


Blue Seas Courtyard Mai-Kai Restaurant

Aruba Beach Café

STAY DINE

4525 El Mar Dr.
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, FL  33308
954-772-3336

3599 N. Federal Hwy.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-563-3272
 

1 Commercial Blvd.
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, FL  33308
954-776-0001

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is a quiet alternative to the larger, busier 

towns nearby

Blue Seas Courtyard has a peaceful, artistic setting where each 

room has a sunny patio

50 steps to the beach, 1 block to shops and restaurants, and about 

3 miles to Mai-Kai restaurant

Rates start at approximately $145

 Fort Lauderdale

Well worth your 

visit as a fun stop 

on your Magical History 

Tour, you’ll also delight 

in choosing from their 

vast menu 

Open Tues-Thurs 5 

pm-9:30 pm, Fri 5 pm-

10:30 pm, Sat 4:30 

pm-11:45 pm, Sun 4 

pm-9:30 pm

Casual oceanfront café 

with American-Caribbean 

flavors

Large seafood-centric 

menu with options for land 

lubbers as well

Open Mon, Tues 11 am-1 

am, Wed-Sat 11 am-2 am, 

Sun 9 am-1 am, Happy 

Hour Mon-Fri 5-7 pm, 

live music every day

Photo courtesy of Blue Seas Courtyard

Photo courtesy of J. Stephen Conn/Flickr

Photo courtesy of Sam Howzit/Flickr

Happy Hour in the Molokai Lounge is from 

opening until 7 pm

www.blueseascourtyard.com
www.blueseascourtyard.com
www.maikai.com
www.arubabeachcafe.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/aloha75/
www.flickr.com/photos/jstephenconn/


Sunset Cove Beach Resort

STAY DINE

99360 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL  33307
877-451-0705

 Key Largo

Bayfront with a tropical setting, Sunset Cove Beach Resort offers 

cottages, suites, and motel rooms

Several restaurants are within walking distance including Bayside 

Grill and Raw Bar and Mrs. Mac’s Kitchen; The African Queen is 

less than a half mile away

Rates start at approximately $160, check their website for more 

details

Bayside Grille and Sunset Bar

Mrs. Mac’s Kitchen

99540 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL 33037
305-451-3380
 

99336 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL  33037
305-451-3722

Waterfront, all-glass

panoramic view of the bay,

with the open air sunset bar 

below

Plenty of menu items to 

choose from including lite 

bites, fresh catch seafood, 

steak, chicken and ribs

Open 11:30 am-10 pm 

every day, Happy Hour 4-7 

pm, live music Mon-Sat

A local’s favorite and 

famous worldwide; 

continuously voted “The 

Best” in People’s Choice 

awards

Huge menu serving 

breakfast, lunch & dinner

Open Mon-Sat 7 am-9:30 

pm, closed Sun

www.sunsetcovebeachresort.com
www.mrsmacskitchen.com
http://keylargo-baysidegrill.com/


Captain Pip’s Marina and Hideaway

STAY DINE

1410 Overseas Hwy.
Marathon, FL  33050
305-743-4403

 Marathon/Pigeon Key

Waterfront on Florida Bay, shaded by palm trees; truly a hideaway

Guest rooms, efficiencies, and 1 and 2 bedroom apartments

Several restaurants are within walking distance including Porky’s 

Bayside Restaurant; the Pigeon Key Visitor’s Center is just over a 

half mile away

Rates start at approximately $190; check their website as rates could 

be lower than published, depending on availability

Photo courtesy of Loretta Alkalay, @loretta_alkalay

Porky’s Bayside Restaurant & Marina 

Burdine’s Waterfront Chiki Tiki 

Bar & Grill

1410 Overseas Hwy.
Marathon, FL 33050
305-289-2065
 

1200 Oceanview Ave.
Marathon, FL  33050
305-743-5317

Specializing in BBQ (pork, chicken, beef) Porky’s goes beyond BBQ 

with fresh seafood, salads, steaks and burgers

A one-minute walk from Captain Pip’s lodging

Breakfast is  7 -11 a.m, Happy Hour is daily 3- 6 pm, live music daily 

Off the beaten path, walk upstairs for gorgeous views of Boot Key 

Harbor

Casual Keys cuisine; try their famous fries and fried key lime pie

Photo courtesy of Porky’s Bayside

A half mile from 

Captain Pip’s

Open 7 days 

11 am-9 pm

www.captainpips.com
www.porkysbaysidebbq.com
www.porkysbaysidebbq.com
www.burdineswaterfront.com
https://www.instagram.com/loretta_alkalay/?hl=en


Key West Bed & Breakfast

�����
Blue Heaven

Bagatelle

STAY DINE

415 William St.
Key West, FL 33040 
800-438-6155

729 Thomas St.
Key West, FL  33040
305-296-8666
 

115 Duval St.
Key West, Fl  33040
305-296-6609

Offering a range of room types on all 3 floors including “tree house 

rooms” on the third

Some rooms have private decks, while others share a bathroom, 

making them the most affordable

Rates range from $89-155 for rooms with shared baths, and $135-

290 for private baths, depending on the season

 Key West

“Don’t let the whimsical decor 

mislead you: the food is taken 

seriously”; Blue Heaven spe-

cializes in Caribbean cuisine, 

seafood and vegetarian 

dishes

Breakfast is served from 8 

am-2 pm, lunch is 12-3:30 

pm, dinner is 5-10:30-ish

Blue Heaven will be closed 

Sept 5-Oct 12 2017

Closed for Thanksgiving and

Christmas

Though overlooking busy Duval St., Bagatelle is a calm oasis away 

from the fray.

Photos courtesy of Key West Bed & Breakfast

Photo courtesy of Bagatelle

Photo courtesy of Mercedes Dayanara/Flickr

Brunch is 9 am-4 

pm, dinner is 5-10 

pm, Happy Hour is 

every day 4-6 pm

While Key West offers a plenitude of Bed & Breakfast lodging, we 

found Key West Bed & Breakfast’s rates to be in a more affordable 

range than most, and is located on a quiet street a little over a half mile 

from Blue Heaven.

Seafood-focused American eatery with an extensive wine list, 

indoor and outdoor seating, and the open-air Moon Lounge

www.keywestbandb.com
www.keywestbandb.com
www.blueheavenkw.com
www.flickr.com/photos/mercedesdayanara/
www.bagatellekw.com
www.bagatellekw.com


As travelers we all know that often the journey is as important as the destination - 

but in this case we’re happily focused on the extraordinary destinations included in the 

Passport to Explore A1A:  Magical History Tour.  The businesses included in this guide are not 

paid endorsements, our recommendations are based on personal experience and/or many 

hours of research and are solely provided in an effort to add value to your 

passport adventure.

Whether you’ve had the chance to visit just one town or have completed the entire

A1A-mazing route, we’d love to hear about your unique experiences and invite you

to share your photos with us using #ExploreA1A and by tagging us @ExploreA1A

and @BeachesBarsAndBungalows.

As we continue to roll out more passport adventures, we invite you to join us and 

explore more of Florida’s favorite coastal highway through epic road trips and one-of-a-kind

experiences that can only be described as pure Florida!  Whether you’re exploring one of 

the extraordinary locations on the Magical HistoryTour,  The Wine & Spirits Tour, or any of the 

hand-selected business included in this guide, please be sure to tell your hosts we said hello!

You can connect with us, ask questions, and give us your feedback using any of the links below:

Explore A1A

PASSPORT 
TRAVELER’S

COMPANION

We hope your 

has been a
valuable guide!

Beaches, Bars and Bungalows

Website: http://ExploreA1A.com

Facebook: http://Facebook.com/ExploreA1Acom

Instagram: http://Instagram.com/ExploreA1A

Twitter: http://Twitter.com/ExploreA1A

Website: http://BeachesBarsandBungalows.com

Instagram: http://Instagram.com/BeachesBarsandBungalows

www.explorea1a.com
www.explorea1a.com
www.facebook.com/explorea1acom/
www.instagram.com/explorea1a/
www.twitter.com/explorea1a
www.beachesbarsandbungalows.com
www.instagram.com/beachesbarsandbungalows
www.beachesbarsandbungalows.com

